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In the midst of these public cares there was con-
summated in the personal life of William of Orange an
act which showed all his bold, obstinate, and masterful
nature, while strangely belying his character for prud-
ence and exclusive devotion to the State. It was now
seven years since his wretched wife, Anne of Saxony,
had deserted and defied him j four years since she had
been convicted of adultery. She was now insane, and
was practically a prisoner in Nassau. From that time
the Prince had ceased to hold himself bound, and spoke
of her as "his former wife." In 1575 her own family
took her back, and, at the desire of the Nassaus,
immured her in a, dungeon in Dresden in the barbarous
fashion of that ago. At the same time William resolved
on contracting a third marriage; and in the face of
violent opposition, both public and private, he carried
out his purpose with cool but desperate self-will.
Charlotte do Bourbon was a younger daughter of
Louis, Due do Montpensior, of the royal House of
France. As an infant she was sent from her home
and brought up in the rich Abbey of Jouarre, of which
her aunt was Abbess. There she was forced by threats
to take the veil at the ago of twelve, in spite of her
violent protests, and in violation of the canons as to
the ago of profession. And this outrage on religion
and on humanity was aggravated by the fact that this
poor child was made Abbess on the collusive resignation
of her aunt. At the ago of eighteen the young Abbess
drew up a formal document, attested by witnesses,
repudiating the outrage of which she was the victim.
Having reached tho ago of twenty-five, thoroughly
penetrated with tho Protestant convictions of so many

